
R317‐‐‐‐4 Stakeholder Workgroup 
DRAFT MEETING NOTES 
November 28, 2012 (4th meeting) 
 
Workgroup Members Present/ Representing: 
Name/ Representing: 
Walt Baker, Director, Water Quality Division 
Leah Ann Lamb, Asst. Director, Water Quality Division 
Ed Macauley, Program Supervisor, Water Quality Division 
David Snyder, DWQ Onsite Program, Water Quality Division 
Tracy Richardson, Chairman, LHD Rules Revision Work Group 
Carl Shupe, LHD Rules Revision Work Group Member 
Brian Cowan, LHD Rules Revision Work Group Member 
Jeremy Roberts, LHD Rules Revision Work Group Member 
Judy Sims, Educator 
Richard Jex, Supplier 
Ben Witt, Installer 
Steve Biggs, Septage Hauler/Liquid Scavenger 
Brent Ovard Utah Onsite Wastewater Association (UOWA)  
Taz Biesinger, Utah Home Builders Assoc.  
Jesse Lassley, Developer 
Chris Sloan, Utah Association of Realtors 
Richard Worley, Bear River Health Department (on phone) 
 
Summary by Agenda Item 
 
1. Welcome, Introductions, Review of Last Meeting & Summary (asked for 

corrections/comments) - one item Ben Witt wanted on the summary was not added. Ben 
Witt, will e-mail addition to add/edit this summary.  

 
2. Major Decisions- Walt Baker introduced the following: 

a. Enforcement- Walt reiterated that enforcement of these rules is expected and that no 
additional language would be added to this draft as it is an Administrative action only.  
Discussion of LHD Performance Review was made,. DWQ will post the form used 
currently, and ask for feedback <Note- the DWQ form has been posted>. There was 
a suggestion that LHDs electronically transfer all issued permits to DWQ for review, 
LHD reps explained difficulty with this request.  DWQ pledged to ‘ramp up’ its efforts 
in responding to accountability and consistency between LHD’s. Status: 
Administrative action only, not in rule.  

b. Alternative Systems- Walt agreed to ‘float the idea’ of putting into rule that all LHDs 
have the authority to administer this program, however they can “opt out” of this 
responsibility by passing a local ordinance or other legal means.  Discussion 
followed about those counties that opt out, what are some methods to overcome this, 
one would be to have DWQ administer this responsibility, much like they do for the 
large underground wastewater disposal system.  Status: Walt will contact LHD for 
more assessment.  .   

c. Variances- Walt supported the idea of opening the entire rule up for variance review, 
following strict guidelines.  Discussion of the current variance rule where LHD still 
issues the final ‘approval’ by granting an installation permit, will remain.  Jess 
Lassley, said the problem is the Planning and Zoning Department, not the Health 



Department in restrictions and the entire rule should have ‘checks and balances’. 
Walt will go to LHD to ‘float’ this idea of Variances to the LHD, too. Status: Walt will 
contact LHD for more assessment.  

d. Soils vs Percolation tests- Walt presented thoughts of keeping draft as is, with 
understanding and commitment of extra training needed for soils evaluation.  Again 
discussion of ‘checks and balances’, accountability, possibly require liability 
insurance, need to elevate training.  Strong support from private sector of 
stakeholders for LHD to witness soils work or delegating to a licensed PE or soils 
technologist, etc..  Status: More discussion needed with Stakeholders. .  

2. Review of Ben Witt's written comments and strike-outs of the draft rules.  Tracy 
Richardson met with Ben prior to today’s meeting and discussed his concerns. Some were 
removed, some kept in.  These are some of these points: 

a. Separation of responsibilities/ LHD staff should not be allowed to conduct soil work 
or author designs.  Walt wanted rule to remain as is, but he feels a LHD that 
designs a system and also conducts inspections on that design should be viewed 
as a ‘conflict of interest’. Status: More discussion involving LHD needed 

b. Require tank testing- already in current and draft rule. Status: leave rule as is.  
c. Distribution box construction- concrete manufactures will be contacted to avoid  

corrosion concerns. Status: minor change of wording in Draft rule.  
d. For accessibility and encourage servicing- have risers required on all septic        

tank. Generated much discussion- compromise was to require riser over D-boxes 
and leave riser rule as is. Status: more discussion needed with Stakeholders. 

e. As-built’s should be available electronically on the Internet. There were many 
suggestions on how to do this.. LHD expressed difficulty with this request due to 
resource limitations. Current draft rule requires an as-built be made at time of final 
inspection (new), no requirement of electronic filing.  Status: leave rules as is.    

f. Fast soils- proposal: soils that perc .>1min/in. can be used with a packed bed with 
disinfection, or some demonstration of soil lens between the faster soils and a water 
table.  Action- send back to work group to work on this change, need to consider 
DWQ’s RIB’s rules for consistency. . Status: send back to Rules Work Group for 
rule language/ change.  

At this point of the meeting, several Stakeholders discussed slope requirement in current 
rule- felt should mimic planning and zoning and building requirements. It was pointed out 
that their concerns do no parallel ours of slope stability and keeping effluent subsurface, 
and not breaking out of a bank.  
g. Blow Sand- current rule language and draft rule language taken out. SE region 

needs to weigh in on this change. Status: Notify SE Region, change rule language.  
h. Building sewer line above water table –Private sector Stakeholders want “an out’ for 

timed dosing/electronic controlled systems to demonstrate watertightness and 
permit sewer lines in water table.  Given to Work Group- Language to rule may be 
added.  Status: Send back to Rules Work Group.  

i. Pressure systems being listed as an Alternative system.  Private sector of 
stakeholders felt maintenance should be lessened to every 3 to 5 years, no title 
record- just educate homeowner.  LHD representatives expressed actual 
experience of number of failures when maintenance was ignored, felt designing, 
installing and maintenance of these systems need higher degree of attention.  
Possible solution, list this type of system as a hybrid, having similar design, 
inspection and maintenance requirements, including title recording similar as an 
Alternative system, but call it something different. Add pump to gravity to this listing. 
Status: more discussion needed with Stakeholders. .   



5.  Wrap up- The next comments of Richard Jex will be presented at the next stakeholders 
meeting.  Richard Jex will meet with Tracy Richardson to discuss his comments before the 
meeting.  
6. Next meeting-  January 9, 2013,  9:00 am – 4:00 pm                                                         
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